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^The great meeting at the Cooper Institute, on the 6tli of March, 1862, as well for its num- 
lers as for its intelligence and spirit, must be regarded as a significant fact in the history of the 
:reat revolution at present going on in the popular heart of the country. In the first place, it 
epresented no particular political party or interest. On the contrary, to the politicians it was 
roin tlie first a stumbling-block; while to the whole brood of thinly-disguised abettors of the 
rent treason, it was a huge rock of offence — their organs of the Satanic press greeting it with 
iuch vociferous hatred and m.isrepresentations as was natural to their malign instincts. Nor had 
it the Support of any of the hitherto acknowledged leaders of popular mo'.'cmcnts in the metrop- 
olis, or the aid of any of tlio means and appliaaces usually put into operation to bring together 
large assemblages of its populace. 
In simple truth it was a great spontaneous uprising of the people in vindication of the funda- 
ntal ideas and principles in which are founded our Democratic Institutions. National Unity, 
md civilization. The spirit and sacred memories of those other " days that tried men's souls," 
ere present in it. The trusted friend and confidant of WASniNOTOiir, the man to whom we owe 
reeminently our National Constitution, Alexander Hamilton, was represented there in the 
mon of his son, James A. Hamilton, its president. And in the person of Chakles King, one 
fits vice-presidents, was represented another imperishable revolutionary name. Nor should it 
e forgotten, that to his father, Rufus King, Senator from the State of New York in the first 
'ongress of the United States, perhaps more than to any other man, is due that great ordinance 
liberty which gave to the Union the free States of the Northwest. 

Of the living present, there were represented in that great assembly all classes, avocations, 
ad conditions of men, and all shades of opinion — earnest, determined, and unanimous only as to 
N one all-important matter^ viz. : That inasmuch as slavery is treason to the fundamental idea 
'four national existence, as set forth by the founders, and in its very nature an internecine v/ar 
gainst our democratic Institutions, it becomes our supremest duty, as citizens and patriots, never 
io surrender it or cease our conflict against it until it shall be extirpated from the whole land. 

This was the idea that animated that assembly. Its object was to announce this conviction 
fthe great popular heart of the free States, and the determination of the democratic people of 
ese States, that neither by force ofa/rtns, nor by the nefario us devices of politicians, should the 
'We barons of the South ever again be masters in the capital of the nation ; and thus to give to 
5 N'atioual Government the support of the populor sympathy and will, in carrying forward its 
eat purpose of destroying the acknowledged cause of all our present disasters, and of re- 
tablishiag, " under the auspices of liberty," the peace, unity, and prosperity of the nation, 
^ith the hopes inspired by the -President's Emancipation Message, which bears date on the 
y of this meeting, and renders that day ever memorable, and the reading of which amidst its 
'l^udits, was the last act in its proceedings, tz-b great assemblage dispersed. But let no man 
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believe, that tlicrcfore every day and every les not add to the membership of that cvcai 

Democratic League of the sons of liberty, av iflict with slavery and its miaous will never 

cease until the rights of human nature shall pletely vindicated in this land. 

At the appointed hour James McKaye c e meeting to order, and said : " "Wo have here 

to-night a son of one of the most distinguisncu founders of our National Government and ficc 
Democratic Institutions — a man whoso heart is as earnestly devoted to liberty and the main- 
tenance of the rights of human nature, as was that of his father. 1 propose, as President of this 
meeting, the lion. James A. IIamiltox." 

The nomination was greeted with a unanimous confirmation, amid great applar.sc. The ful- 
lowing-naraed gentlemen were then duly elected Vice-Presidents and Secretaries: — Cliarlcs 
King, LL. D., Frederick Kapp, S. II. Tyng, D. D., Isaac Sherman, George Reininger, William 
Hague, D. D., Prof. Francis Lleb^r, David Dudley Field, Dr. J. A. Fojrsch, Lewis Tappan, Dr. 
Henry A. Hartt, Erastus C. Benedict, Andreas A\' illman, AVilliam Cullen Bryant, Prosper M. 
Wetmore, Adon Smith, A. Walthur, E. il. Chnpin, D. D., George Folsom, Rev. Peter Strykcr, 
Ruftis F. Andrews, Sigismund Ivaufmann, Rev. O. B. Frothingliam, Dr. Rudolph Dulon, 'William 
Curtis Noyes, George P. Putnam, Edgar Ketchum, Duncan Dunbar, Horace Webster, LL.D., 
Dr. Charles Kessman, Theodore Bracklow, George B. Checver, D. D., Dr. Henry Burgmau, Jolm 
W. Edmonds, Joseph P. Thompson, D. D., Rev. A. Cookman. 

Seouetakies. — Charles A. Dana, T. G. Glaubensklee, Samr-jl B. Barlow, Dr. James B. Rich- 
ards, Ethan Allen, Hon. Henry B. Stanton, Edward Vorstcr, A. J. H. Duganue, Dr. W. M. Wer- : 
merskirch, George Kupper. 

The following Address was then delivered by the President: ; 



Fellow-Citizens : The honor of presiding at 
this thronged meeting of those who represent 
the intelligence, the wealth, tlio enterprise, the 
mechanical skill and labor of this great city, 
excites my sensibility, from the conviction that 
your choice has been induced not by consid- 
erations personal to myself, but from respect 
to the memory of him whoso name I be.'ir. 
[Cheers.] We are assembled hero to express to 
the President and the Congress of the United 
States our views of slavery, its influence upon 
our national character and the destiny of our 
country, and to advise the adoption of such 
measures as will give iis permanent peace, and 
thus secure the future from the dan-ers and 
calamities of the present. Let the voice of the 
loyal men of this great metropolis be given out 
in no ambiguous terms; lot it be the utterance 
of earnest men, impressed with the magnitude 
of the consequences involved. Let us, under 
the hallowed influence of patriotism — of a sense 
of our duty to the oppressed of this nation — 
treat this great subject so decisively as that the 
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come up from the 



loyal people in all parts of the nation, in tones 
which cannot be mistaken or disregarded by 
their Representatives. [Clicers.] With your 
permission, I will briefly express my opinions 
of the duties of the people, the powers and 
duties of the Government — in regard to slavery: 
The great principle on which our " Representa- 
tive Democracy" is founded is The Freedom of 
Man." [Applause.] In obedience to this great 
principle, it is your duty to express your earnest 
conviction that slavery is not only a i^reat crime, 
but also a great social and politiciil evil ; \ Cheers ;] 
that it is the direct and immediate cause of 
the calamitiej which so sorely aflaict the whok' 



country ; and, above all, to express your fiseo 
determination that the course and policy of yom ■ 
Government shall here alter be to develop tlu 
great j)rinciple of human freedom, and not, ai 
it has hitherto been, to extend and fortify sla . 
very. " We are told the Goverii' 
ment has no power to destroy slavery, hcmn 
the right of one man to hold his fellow-nian ii 
jierpetual and degrading bondage is establishef 
l)y State laws. I answer, such laws cfiiino 
righ.tfully exist either under the Goveirnien 
of the X'li^^cd States or of the States, Mfli 
was created in tlie exjjrc&s image of his Jiiakt 
— a rei-ponsiblc being, having an immortnl soul 
Ko ]iOwer less than that which created liim 
less than omnipotent, can reduce him froir. !ii 
condition of a man to that of a brute — acLnttel 
[C/ieerin(j.] 

Has the Government the power to dcsfro; 
slavery ? We are engaged in a war V'liici 
involves the life or death of the nation- - 
hlow in behalf of slavery has been struck at tli 
national existence. Every Government, wliaf 
ever may be its Constitution, is neccssanl, 
armed with all the powers required to jn'cserv 
its life. In the exercise of those powers itlifi 
the right, and it is its duty, to destroy propeit:) 
institutions, laws of State, and the lives o 
thofc who arc, or may be, employed for i' 
destruction, or which may expose the nation t 
a death strugn-lp nt a future period. [Jpfhtvi^^^ 
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sfti'vc he is required to devote to this first p \ i\t 
(Ituy all his ability. He is not ihiiited in '^i^ 
so to the means committed to him by tlv Con- 
stitution or the laws. From tliese consii' orations 
it is indisputable that slavery, whether sanc- 
tioned or not by State laws, now eminently en- 
dangers the national life, or threatens to do so, 
and therefore may be destroyed by the Govern- 
inont of the United States. As to the question 
whctlier, in the exercise of this power, can the 
Government disregard its own obligations, or 
the rights of persons ? [Apj^^ause.] 

In answer, I will refer to an authority which 
is well entitled to your respect. One of "the 
fathers," (Alexander Hamilton.) in discussing the 
question whether a nation may in certain extra- 
ordinary cases be excusable for not observing a 
right in the performance of a duty, says : 

''A nation is excusable in certain extraor- 
dinary cases for not observing a right in per- 
forming a duty, if the one or the other would 
involve a manifest and grave national calamity. 
But here also an extreme case is intended. The 
calamity to be averted must not only be evident 
and considerable, it must be sach as is likelv to 
prove fatal to the nation, as threatens its exist- 
ence or at least its permanent welfare." 

Of the second class of exceptions, (those which 
threaten the permanent welfare of the nation,) 

The ease of certain feudal rights wliicli 
once oppressed all Europe, and still oppresses 
too great a portion of it, may serve as an exam- 
ple-; rights which made absolute slaves of a 
part of the community, and render the condi- 
tion of the remainder not niitch more eligible." 

These rights, though involving that of prop- 
erty, being contrary to the social order and 
to the permanent welfare of society, were justifi- 
ably abolished in the instances in which Aboli- 
tions have taken place, and may be abolished 
in all the remaining vestiges." [Checrivff.] 

"Whenever, indeed, a right of property is 
infringed for the general good, if the nature of 
the case admits of compensation, it ought to be 
made, but if compensation bo impracticable, 
that impracticability ought not to be an obsta- 
cle to a clearly esseutial reform." [Applause.] 

Fellow-citizens: The people of the loyal 
States have with unequalled patriotism devoted 
tlioir lives to the service of the country. The 
Government, through its various departments, 
lias furmed an army and a navy of vast propor- 
tions and the most efficient character, with a 
promptitude and skill most honorable to them, 
N"o\v, let the people require that this accumu- 
lated power shall be used not only to crush out 
armed rebellion but its malignant cause. [Tre- 
mendous ami long -continued cheering.] Your 
military and naval forces with rapid blows are 
destroying the military power of your enemy ; 
but unless the last blow which is struck strikes 
off the fetters of the slaves, the work of restor- 
ing the Constitution and the Union will be 
niockery. [Great applause.] 



The folloAving from among the numerous let- 
ters received by the Committee from distin- 
guished men of various shades of politics, were 
read by Edgar Ketchum, Esq. : 

FROM SENATOR PRESTON KING. 

WAsniscTON, March 5,1862. 
Dear Sir : Your invitation to attend a meet- 
ing of citizens of NewYork who rejoice in the 
downfall of treason, and who are in favor of 
sustaining the National Government in the 
most energetic exercise of all the rights and 
powers of war in the prosecution of its purpose 
to destroy the cause of treason, and to express 
their views as to the measures proper to be 
adopted in the existing exigencies, be held 
at the Cooper Institute on the evening of March 
6, is received. 

Slavery and the influence it has exerted over 
the minds of so many of the people among 
whom it has existed, is the fountain of the 
treason against our republican institutions, and 
the cause of the extended insurrection that has 
subverted the constitutional Governments of so 
iTiany States^and that is now waging war 
against the existence and unity of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

Permanent security to the existence of re- 
publican government and to the peace of the 
country requires that the cause of the treason, 
as v/ell as tlie treason its shall be overcome 
and extinguished, or placed once under such, 
control of law as will produce its extinction, 
and thus make certain that its power and in- 
fluence to disturb the public peace can never be 
renewed. The whole power of the Govern- 
njcnt should be put forth, with prompt and 
persistent energy, to overcome by military force 
and capture or disperse the armed organiza- 
tions of the insurgents, and to seize the persons 
of the ringleaders, that the penalty for treason 
may be inflicted upon them. 

Every citizen who desires the perpetuity of 
republican government should give his hearty 
support to the Government in accomplishing 
these objeccs. I should be glad to be present 
at the meeting at the Cooper Institute, but 
public engagements here prevent me. Please 
to accept my thanks for your invitation. 

Very respectfully, Preston King. 
Mr. James McTvaye, 

Chairman Committee, &c. 

FROM SENATOR CHARLES SUMNER. 

Senate (Jhamber, March 5, 1862. 

Dear Sir : Kever, except when disabled by 
ill health, have I allowed myself to be absent 
from ray seat in tho Senate for a single day ; 
and now, amid the extraordinary duties of the 
present session, I am more than ever disposed 
to adhere to this inflexible rule. If any thing 
could tempt ine to depart from it, I should find 
an apology in the invitation with whicli you 
have honored me. 

The meeting Avhich has been called nnder 
sucli distinguished auspices is needed at this 
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iiKMiiont to rail) tlio count I'y to tlioso true 
l)rincii»kvs by wliich alone thin ^n-oat roljeUion 
cnu be i)ornmnontly suppressed. I should bo 
truly liuppy to take part in it, and try to im- 
part to others something of the strength of my 
own oonvictions. 

It is only necessary that people sliould see 
things us they are, and they \vill easily see how 
to deal with them. This is the obvious condi- 
tion of practical action. Now, beyond all 
(piestiou, shivery is the great transcendent mal- 
efaetor and omniprcseut traitor — more deadly 
lo the Union than all the leaders, civil or mili- 
tary, of the rebellion. Of course, therefore, if 
you are in earnest against the rebellion, you 
will not spare slavery. And liaf)pily the way 
is j)hun — so that it cannot l)o mistake)). 

Lo(d< now throughout the Vv-holc rebel terri- 
tory, and you will not llud a single ollicer le- 
gally (qualified to discharge any of the functions 
of Government. By the Constitution of the 
United States, "members of the several State 
Legislatures and all executive and judicial olli- 
oers, both of the United States and the several 
States, shall be bound by oath or aflirmatiou to 
support this Constitution." But these fuiic- 
tiunuries liave all renounced their allegiance to 
the United States, and taken a new omh to 
sui>i>ort the rebel Government, so that at this 
moment they cannot be recognized as eonstitu- 
tionrtlly empowered to act. But a State is 
known only through its functionaries, consti- 
tutionally emi)owered to act, and since these 
have ceased to exist, the State with its nnnatu- 
rnl institutions has ceased to exist, or it exists 
only in the dead parchments by wiiich its gov- 
ernment was originally established. The action 
of these functionaries was impotent to transfer 
its territory to a ])retcnded confederation. To 
destroy the State w as all that they could do. 

In the absence of any constitutional author- 
ity in this territory. Congress mvst fissuine all 
necessary jurisdiction. Kot to do so will be an 
abandonment of urgent duty. There are some 
Avlio propose a temporary military government ; 
others propose a temporary provisional gov- 
ernment, with limited jtowers. All these con- 
cede to Congress jurisdiction over the terri- 
tory, nor can this jurisdiction bo justly ques- 
tioned. But it seems to :.i0 clearly best that, 
on this important occasioi:, we shall follow the 
aiithoritative precedents of our iiij>lory, and 
proceed as Congress has heen accustomed to 
j)roceed in the organization and government of 
other territories. This will be simple. And 
as to slavery, if tlierc ho any doubt that it died 
constitutionally and legally with the State from 
wliich it drew his wicked breath, it might he 
l)rohibitcd by the enactment of that same Jef- 
fersonian ordinance which originally estab- 
lished freedom throughout the great Northwest. 

Accept my thanks for the lionor you have 
done me, and believe me, dear sir, 

Faithfully yours, Chakles Sumnee. 

James MoKaye, Esq., 
Chaivnian &c., No. 82 Broadway. 



I'UO.M HKNATOK IIKNKY WILSON. 

A letter frtaa Senator "Wilson concludes as 
follows : 

•i; .i; :i< " Humanity, justice, and patriotism 
all demand that the American people .should 
never pardon the (jn:at crhniiial tluit luis raifjod 
the banner of revolt against the unity and au- 
thority of the Ke[)ublic. The blood of our 
fallen sons demands that the Government for 
which they gave their lives shoidd walk up to 
the verge of constitutional power in inllictiii;; 
condign punishment uj)on their murderer. The 
nation, imi)erilled by slavery, should use every 
legal and constitutional power to put it in pro- 
cess of ultimate extinction. To that end I 
would at once abolish slavery in the District 
of Cohnnhia, repeal the black code that dishon- 
ors the natlomil capital, tender to the loyal 
slaveholding States the treasnres of the Fed- 
eral Government to aid them in the work of 
emancipation, deal justly and liberally with the 
loyal men of the rebel States, but free the 
bondmen of rebels. ^Vith nnich respect, 
" I am your obedient servant, 

" Henuy AViLso:;. 

" To J. McKaye, Esfj., 

CliiiiniKui of Cumiuittuo of ArrtuigemontH.'' 
FP.OM .SENATOR DAVID WIOIOT. 

Mr. "Wilmot writes : 

OUll, 111 Ills pi u V lucucc, iiiia )!un.(.(i 

slavery Avithin the rightful power of the nation, 
"We must not tremble and hesitate because of 
the magnitude of the labors and duties cast 
upon ns ; wo must meet and discharge our 
duties as mrn in whose liands is placed the ark 
of lunnan happiness and liopes. We must and 
will, if true to God, onr country, and the race 
of mankind, now and forever destroy and wipe 
out from this nation the accui'scd institution of 
human slavery. 

The siaveholdcr, hy his treason and rebel- 
lion against the Constitution, and by the war 
he has forced upon the Government for seU- 
prcservatlon, has wholly absolved us from all 
constitutional and political obligations to treat 
his unnatural claim of property in man with 
any toleration whatever. "When the traitor i^ 
forced by arms from his purpose to destroy the 
Constitution and Government, lie cannot, tl;e 
moment he is defeated in his wicked purpose. 
])lead the Constitution he made war to over- 
throvr as the shield and protr-,:tion for his for- 
feited rights of slavery. It is the right ami 
duty of the nation to protect itself, now and in 
the future. We must make sure against another 
rebellion, greater than the one now upon us. 
The national life nutst be preserved, by npi>ly- 
ing the knife to the cancer that is eating the 
very substance and life of the nation. The 
nation must make a proclamation of freedom to 
the slaves of every traitor ; and as a tnatter of 
policy, not of strict right, provide for making 
compensation to loyul slaveholders for the tem- 
porary loss incident to the speedy emancipa- 
tion of their slaves. Less than this we cannot 
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lo with honor or siifcty. Wo hiivo u right to 
jo luon.'. We have a right, instantly and at 
'j\u\'. to ui)root and cradicato rorovcr any local 
iiisiitutioii, law, custom, usage that puts in ini- 
miiic'iit peril the imtional lil'o. AVu iinvc aright 
10 kill slavery, that the nation may live. 
" \'ery respectl'nlly, your ohcdient servant, 

■'^ J). WlLMOT.'^ 

mum KX-GOViJRXou BorrwKM., oij' mash. 

IJosTON. March 0, 1S02. 

* * I iiAVR sought in vain to arrange my 
professional engagements so us to be present at 
yitiir meeting. 1 am consoled in the disappoint- 
iiu'iit. which is greater to mo than it can bo to 
yuii, by tho refb'ction that niy voice ^vill not 
k' needed in your meeting, and that my pres- 
ence could add nothing to the importance of 
t!u' occasion. 

Can any thing be more essential to the pros- 
piTity of New York tluui the reestablishment 
(if tiie (Jovernment upon a linn basis? W.ould 
it not be a crime against Inmianity, if every 
iiitcre-t of the country except slavery sliould 
sutler by the war, while slavery, the cause of 
all oiu' trials, should escape unhurt? Let the 
iiKTeliants of New York bear in mind the fact 
thiit the smallest free State is more important 
lo every substantial interest of the country than 
any slave State can ever be. 

I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 

Geo. S. Boutwell. 

FROM WENDELL PiriLLlI'S. 

***** T regard this war as only one 
f^cenc in the struggle betw^een slaveholders and 
the people, which has already lasted seventy 
years, and will endure till one or the other be 
(icifitroyed. Determined myself, as one of the 
people, never to yield, I see no end of the war 
!mt in abolishing slaveholders. As the rebel- 
lion ]:as given our Government the full consti- 
tutional right to do so, and the people liave 
fiiriiislied the means, I shall consider the Gov- 
ernment as unspeakably weak and wicked if it 
'loes not use that right and power at once. 

Respectfully yours, 

March 4, 1SG2. WeXDELL PhILLIPS. 

Fr.oH COL. c. n. van wyck, m. o. 

Wasiiixgtox, March 4, 1SG2. 

T>E\n SiK : Accept rny thanks for your kind 
irivitation to be present at the meeting at Cooper 
Institute, March Gth. Other duties will probably 
ii'fvent my attendance. The life of this rebel- 
lion, the chiefs in this conspiracy, are the very 
'ilea who for years have been threatening the 
'jverthrow of the Re()ublic if they were not al- 
IfHve 1 to rule — if the divinity of slavery was not 
^^((guized and the right to its extension admit- 
^'-'•1- To such treason and such traitors must 
';^'ory proclamation be an apology for the de- 
tenco of t)ie nation's existence — a guranty to 
'^WU tb.at their rights shall be properly pro- 
I'C'ted, their property guarded, and, if their 
J'^'i'sos and negroes escape, that we will diligent- 

arrest and .safely return to their masters ? 
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if you cannot prevail upon Congress to con- 
liscate aU the property of the enemy, at least 
persuade the l*resident not to allow generals to 
be issuing proclamations wljich humiliate the 
nation wldlo they do not conciliate treason. 

The cause which has produced this rebellion 
will, in time, another. Let us deal with it in 
such a way that the history of the world will 
record this the llrst and last rebellion to perpet- 
uate iniquity, not to redress wrong. 

Youns, (s 11. Van Wyck. 

rnoM I'.EV. J. p. TrioMPSoN, d. d. 

32 W. aOth St., N. Y., Marcli 5, 1SC2. 

Beau Sin: In response to the invitation of 
the Connuittee of Arrangements, it will give 
me much pleasure to bo present at the Cooper 
Institute to-morrow evening, though 1 nuiy bo 
detained elsewhere until nine o^clock. 1 have 
a deep interest in the object of the proposed 
meeting, as slated in the call. As far back as 
last July, in a discourse published in "The In- 
dependent," and since ])ubHshed in the " Kebel- 
lion Record," 1 took the ground that, inasmuch 
as the act of secession liad in every instance 
been perlbrmed /Statc-wlsc, the seceded States 
had forfeited all rights and privileges under the 
national Union, had annihilated their own 
organic existence, had made void their. law.s 
and institutions, and should be dealt with by 
Congress as laj)sed territories — to be received 
again as States only on condition that slavery 
should be finally abolished from their soil. The 
progress of events, and the apparent futility of 
any other mode of dealing with the rebellion, 
have strencrthened the conviction then ex- 
pressed, that the revolted States should be 
suliere(l to resume an orgajiic existence as 
integral parts of the Union, with the usual 
rights and privileges of States, only when their 
inhabitants should purge themselves of treason, 
by putting away slavery — the sole motive to 
treason — and that otherwise, they should be 
held under the thiion as lapsed territories. 

AVe want no " reconstruction" of the Union. 
The United States as a nation and a govern- 
ment has not been destroyed ; and we must 
j)rove it indestructible. Yv'e want no revision 
of the Constitution — the best instrument of 
freedom ever devised. We must stand by the 
Union as it is ; Ave must stand by the Constitu- 
tion as it is. Slavery, the foe of the Union 
and the Constitution, must be dealt with in the 
Union, % the Constitution. The Union must 
fissert its sovereignty over its own territorj^ 
left without local government by the act of 
secession, and must carry out tlie Ctnistitution, 
by fjuaranteeing republican institutions to tlie 
f)eople of tiiat territory, when ready to be 
organized anew into States. 

Truly yours, Jos, P. Thompson. 

I"i:OM genkhal doublkday. 

AVasiiikgtos, D. C, March 5, 1862. 

Dear Sik: It would give rae great pleasure 
to attend the emancipation meeting of the 6th 
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instant, but official engagements will render it 
imposciible. 

I believe slavery has caused the present war, 
and that it will be impossible to live in harmony 
hereafter without the cause is effectually re- 
moved. Yours, very truly, 

A. DOUIJLEDAY, 
Bi-ig..Gen. U. tf. Vol. 

To J. McKaye, Esq., 

Cliiiirman cf Coininittec uf .\rr;iri.E;oniont8, 
B2 Broadway, Nov; York. 

Mr. James JtlcKaye, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Arrangements, then read the following 
resolutions, Avliich were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That inasmuch as our nationality 
and democratic institutions are founded upon 
the idea that " all men are created equal, en- 
dowed by their Creator with the inalienable 
rights of life, liberty, and the ]nu'suit of happi- 
ness," whatever tends to weaken and destroy 
the vital force of this idea in the popular heart 
constitutes the most dangerous and fatal enmity 
to the real unity, true peace, and glory of the 
nation. 

Resokcd, That national unity does by no 
means consist alone in the conservation of terri- 
torial domain, but in identity of idea and aft'ec- 
tion. In the Ijcart of no people can a genuine 
love of liberty and the rights of human nature 
coexist "with a toleration of slavery. Slavery 
is treason to the fundamental idea of our na- 
tional existence, and the war but its necessary 
and legitimate effect. In the present imminent 
crisis ho who seeks to maintain slavery becomes 
thereby the abettor of the great treason. 

Jiesolved, That in the present extreme exi- 
gency brought upon the country by slavery, avc 
liold the right of the National Government to 
destroy the sole cause of all our disasters not 
only to bo clearly within the Constitution, but 
to be imperatively demanded by it: 

First, upon the ground that ita existence is 
wholly incompatible with national self-preser- 
vation.^ Either the nation must die or slavery 
must^t 

" Second, because the rights and pov/ers con- 
ferred by the laws of war upon all sovereignties, 
and under our system of delegated power pri- 
marily upon the President and Congress, consti- 
tutionally require its destruction as the only 
eftectual means of ending the conflict and rees- 
tablishing permanent national peace and pros- 
])crity. 

And lastly and preeminently, because the su- 
premo jurisdiction of the National Constitution 
over all the territories now occujjied by the 
rebel States must bo held to be exclusive of the 
traitorous rebel authorities therein established, 
by virtue of which alone slavery now therein 
exists, and that wherever the Constituti(m has 
exclusive jurisdiction it ordains liberty and not 
slavery. This is the very ground upon which 
the people placed the present Administration 



in ])owcr, and in derogation of which the rebels 
wage their war. 

Resolved, That Avhilo slavery remained upon 
its own ground, as understood by the founders 
of the National Constitution, good citizens 
might deem themselves bound by a just respect 
fur that instrument to refrain from dealing with 
it as in its own nature it deserved. But since 
its masters have begun a war for its triinn])li, 
and the subjugation of our National Govern- 
ment and free institutions, we deem it our sn- 
premest duty to make^)eace with it or cense our 
conflict against it until it shall be extirpated 
from the whoic land. 

Resolved, That we entertain no jot of hatred 
or hostility toward the great body of the people , 
of the rebel States; and, therefore, while we; 
stand ever ready to wch ome them to a loyal re- i 
union under our glorious National Constitution,; 
in tlie words of the Farewell Address of the 
Father of his Country, we desire " that the hap- ; 
piness of the people of these States may be made ■ 
complete under the ArsPiCES of Libeijty," and : 
not utterly and forever rendered impossible by ; 
the reinstitution of slavery. ] 

■\Ye repudiate, therefore, and utterly repel the ; 
idea that the projK-rty and blood of the loyal : 
people of the Free States are to be wasted with- ; 
out result, in the suppression of tlie military : 
power of the rebels, in order that the Capitol = 
may, in the end, be surrendered into the hands [ 
of the conquered traitors, and the National Gov- i 
ernment be again put under the heel of the slave ; 
barons. 

Resolved, Therefore, that amid the varied | 
events which arc occurring during the niomeii- ; 
tons struggle in which v*-e are engaged, it is the a 
duty and' the interest of the Government and^ 
the people to adopt and to advocate such meas- 1 
ures as will iiisurc universal emancipation, and I 
thus complete the work which the revolution I 
be^n. I 

PvEv. M. D. CoxwAY, a native of Yirginia, | 
made a humorous and effective speech, ably dis- 5 
cussing the moral and legal bearings of the re- 1 
spective claims of Slavery and Freedom in this | 
great crisis. His allusions to the present race | 
of Virginian statesmen (?), and to the economi-| 
cal aspects of the slavery -blight on the " Old | 
Dominion," were vigorous aad eloquent. Notli- 1 
ing could have been more strikingly apposite j 
than the story which the speaker related, amidst I 
the laughter and applause of the immense audi- 1 
enco, illustrating the present position of the I 
government and the people on the momentous | 
problem now to be solved. | 

The President then introduced Hon. Carl| 
Schurz, late Minister to Spaiu, who made tliO| 
following address : | 
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SPEECH OF OARL SCIIURZ 

AT OOOPEU INSTITUTJJj N. Y., MAKCD G, 18G2. 

I HAVE not come, here to plead tlie cause of u 
party, for in looking around ine, I become doubt- 
ful wiiether I belong to any ; nor with a desire 
to gain the favor of those in power, for in this | 
respect I have nothing to gain and much to i 
lose; nor to flatter the multitude, fori know [ 
well that much of what I am going to say will i 
expose me to acrimonious obloquy and vitupcni- | 
tion; nor do I even think that the remarks I : 
am going to make will exactly fit the lino of ■ 
argument followed in the resolutions presented 
to your consideration. I mean to speak the i 
truth as I understand it; I siuill give you my i 
own ideas, such as they are. I have travelled ; 
far to obtain this audience of the people, for i 
your invitiition encountered my desire; and 
sinmned no inconvenience, sacrifice, or respon- 
sibility. So you juay conclude that I am in 
earnest. Of you I ask to la}"- aside to-night 
your party prejudices and passions; for this 
hour let your preconceived opinions be silent. 
1 shall speak to yon from the very depth of my 
profoundest convictions; listen to me as one 
sincere patriot wi!! listen to another. [Cheering.] 

Many of us will have to confess that the pres- 
ent state of tilings is contrary to their first anti- 
cipations. Eighteen months ago wc did not 
expect that the people of the South would be so 
TC:u\y to rush into the suicidal course of open 
rebellion ; nor did the peoi)lAj of the South, when 
they took the fatal step, expect that the people 
of the North would resist the treasonable at- 
tempt with so much determiuation and una- 
nimity. In this respect the calculations of lead- 
ing men on both sides proved erroneous. But 
this lies behind us, and we have to deal with 
tlie nature and exigencies of the actual situation 
as it is. We are in open civil war. A numerous 
population, holding a very large portion of our 
country, is in arms against the Government; the 
rebellion against the constitutionally established 
authorities is organized on the largest scale. 
The avov/ed aim and object is to disrupt the 
union of these States, and to secure for the 
people of some of them a separate national ex- 
istence. The first steps taken in that direction 
wore successfid ; a separate Government, claim- 
ing to be independent of the Union, Avas estab- 
lished; it now defends itself with armed force 
against the lawful authorities of this Republic. 

This is, in a few words, the actual situation 
of things. It presents us a twofold problem : 
first, to put down the rebels in arms, and then 
to restore the Union. The first is a military 
problem, the second a political one. They are, 
in my opinion, so distinct from each othbr that 
1 can well conceive how the first can be success- 
fully solved, and how, at the same time, in 
attempting to stilve the second, "we can com- 
pletely fail. As to the first, I will say but little. 
After serious disasters and a long period spent 



in preparation, our brave armies have achieved 
great successes, which by some are considered 
finally decisive. I have heard it said that the 
war is practically ended. I nmst confess, I am 
not of that opinion ; but altliough I migiit en- 
deavor to show you that the rebels, however 
severely pressed at the present moment, have 
an immense country to fall back upon, in which 
their armies, if they succeed in escaping from 
the Border States, may prolong the struggle for 
a considerable period ; that difficulties of which 
at present we form no adequate idea await our 
victorious columns as they advance upon the 
soil of the enemy ; that this prolongation of the 
war may bring great embarrassments upon us, 
financial distress, and, in case of a serious re- 
verse to our arms, even difiiculties with foreign 
Powers, and that, in such an emergency, all the 
energy and patriotism which live in this Amer- 
ican people will be put to the severest test — 
although I might show you all this, and warn 
you not to abandon yourselves too securely to 
deceitful illusions, yet I will drop this subject. 

It would, perhaps, be useless in this hour of 
triumph to speak of apprehensions which, in- 
deed, may and may not be justified by coming 
events. I am willing to suppose for the present, 
that fortune will smile upon us as constantly as 
many seem to anticipate, and that a speedy and 
complete military success will be gained, even 
if we confine ourselves strictly to the ordinary 
means of warfare. But the nearer we approach 
this end, the greater are the proportions to 
•which rises before n:iy mind the other problem 
which this very victory thrusts upon us. To a 
despotic government, the suppression of a rebel- 
lion and the reestablishment of the old order 
of things are one and the same. It sends its 
armies into the field, it beats the insurgents, 
disperses them, captures them, forces tliem to 
lay down their arms : now the military power 
of the rebellion is crushed, and the second part 
of the task begins, which consists in maintain- 
ing the authority so established. The despotic 
government prevents and. suppresses the utter- 
ance of every adverse opinion ; it executes 
or imprisons every refractory individual ; it 
encounters by summary proceedings every hos- 
tile intention, and while establishing by a system 
of constant and energetic pressure a state of 
general and complete submission, it restores 
at the same time the condition of things origi- 
nallv existing before the rebellion broke out. It 
can do all this without changing its attributes 
in the least, for the means it uses for suppressing 
the rebellion, and afterward for crushing out 
the rebellious spirit, are in perfect consonance 
with the fundamental principles upon which its 
whole system of policy rests. It is the rule of 
absolute authority and force on one side, and 
absolute submission to this rule on the oi^her. 
The same agencies which put down the rebel- 
lion, the same operate in maintaining the re- 
established authority, and all this in perfect 
keeping with the oiiginal nature of the whole 
political system. 
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lint our case ih widely difToi'oiit. Our systoin 
of govorntnt'iit does not rosL upon ilio HuhiniS' 
sioii of tlio people, but u[)om tlio froo and indc- 
peudent cooperation of tlio iiidividiiid. "NVe 
lijive indeed a supremo iiutii(;rily, but this lui- 
thiM'ity ])r(jcced.s directly from the peojjle, juid 
worlds tlirouffb the poo[ilo. Our Govei'nment 
nuiy indeed t=uppross u rebellion by force ; but, in 
order to restore the working of the original 
agencies up'oti which it rosty, it is obliged to 
rtistore the individual to his origimil scope of 
sell'-action. It it attempted, after having sup- 
pressod a rebellion, to maintain its auihority 
permanently by the same means by which it 
ree;>t!ibiished it ; tba-t is to say, by a constant 
and energetic prcssui'o of force, it would not 
ro:>torc tho old order of things, l>ut coniplotcly 
subvert its original basis; for tho means by 
which it was obliged to suppress tho rebellion 
are in direct contradiction to tho fundamental 
principles of our (Tovornnicnt. In order to 
restore theso princi[)les to life, the Government 
is obliged to trust its authority to tho loyal 
action of tho j)eoj)lo. There is the embarrass- 
ment which a rebellion in a democratic rei)ublic 
will necessarily produce. ^Vllat does it mean, 
tlu) restoration of the Union ? It means the 
i-estoration of individual liberty in all its parts, 
and of that ramification of political power in 
which self-government consists. If it meant 
any thing else, if it meant the permanent holding 
in subjection of conquered jirovinces, if it meant 
tho rule of force, if it meant tlie subversion of 
those principles of individual iiberty which are 
tht'( breath of our political life, would it then 
not be best to let the rebels go? Would it not 
1)0 preferable to be content with the modest 
proportions to which the development of things 
has reduced us, to foster the principles and in- 
stitutions which have made this people great 
and happy for so long a time with conscientious 
care, and to trust to the exparjsive power of 
liberty to restore this licpublic iu seme more or 
less remote future to its former measure of 
greatness? 

And yet, looking at things as they are, bow 
can we expect to restore tho Union but by the 
rule of force — that is to say, by a military oc- 
cu])ation of the rebel States? But you will 
toll me that this will not last long. Well, and 
what will determine this period? Tiio disap- 
pearance of the rebellious spirit; the return of 
sincere loyalty. But w°hen and how will the 
rebellious spirit cease and loyalty return? True, 
if this rebellion were nothing but a mere mo- 
mentary whim of the popular mind, if its causes 
could be obliterated by one of those sudden 
changes in popular opinion, which, in matters 
of minor importance, occur so frequently with 
our impressionable poo])le, then a short military 
occupation might answer, and pass over wiih- 
out any serious eft'ect upon om- future develop- 
ment. But is it this? Look the fact square in 
tho face. This rebellion is not a mere momen- 
tary whim, and although but a few men seem 
to have prepared its outbreak, it is not the mere 



tipshot of a limited conspiracy. If, is a thing of 
long preparation ; nay, njoro than that: it is a 
thing of logical development. This rebellion 
did not commence on the day that tho secession 
Ihig was hoisted at (Miarleston ; it commenced 
on tho day when tho slave power for tho lirst 
time threatened to break up this Union. [Ap- 
2)1 (HI sc.] 

Shivery had produced an organization of so- 
ciety strongly in contradistinction with the 
priii'iiples underlying our system of govcrnmcr*^ 
— tho absolute ride of a superior class, ba^od 
upon tho absolute subjection of the laborin;,' 
population. This institution, continually strug- 
gling against tho vital ideas of our political lil'c, 
and incompatible with a free exjjrcssion of pub- 
lic opinion, found itself jdaced in the altenii.tive 
of absolutely ruling or perishing. Hence our 
long struggles, so often allayed by temporary 
expedients, but always renev/ed with increased 
acrimony. Atid as soon as the slave interest 
])erceivcd that it could no longer rule inside of 
the Union, it attenspted to cut loose and to exer- 
cise its undisputed sway outside of it. This was 
logical; and as long as tho relation of interests 
and necessities rejuains the same, its logical con- 
sequences will remain tho same also. This is 
tiot a matter of doctrine or party creed, but of 
history. Nobody can shut bis eyes against ho 
])lain and palpable u fact. How is it possible 
to mistake tiie origin of this struggle? I ask 
you, in all sincerity. Would the rebellion have 
broken out, if slavery had not existed ? [" Xo, 
no, 7W.^'\ Did tho rebellion raise its head at 
any place where slavery did not exist? Did it 
not lind sympathy and support wherever slavery 
did exist? Yc.% yes, yes.""] Is anybody in 
arms against the Union but who desires to per- 
])etuate slavery? What else is this rebellion 
but a new but logical form of the old struggle 
of the slave interest against the fundamental 
principles of our political system? Do not in- 
dulge in the delu.sion that you can put an end 
to this struggle by a mere victory in the field. 
By it you may quench the jjliysical power of 
the slave interest, but you cannot stitie its 
aspirations. The slave interest was disloyal as 
long as it threatened the dissolution of the 
Union ; it will be disloyal as long as it will de- 
sire it. [Cheers.] 

And when will it cease to desire it? It may 
for a time sullenly submit to the power of the 
Union, but it will not enter into harmoniuus 
cooperation with you, as long as it has as])ira- 
tions of its own. But to give up its aspirations 
would be to give uj) its existence; it will there- 
fore not cease to aspire until it ceases to live. 
[A2ipl<^v.se.] Your President has said it once, 
and tb<'re is far-seeing wisdom in t!io expres- 
sion: This country will have no rest until sla- 
very is put upon the course of ultimate extinc- 
tion. [Great and continued applause.] But if 
the slave interest, as. such, caimot return with 
cordial sincerity to its allegiance, where will 
the suppression of this rebellion lead us? Mark 
my words : Not only i^ tho South in a state of 



DOCUMENTS. 



6 



rc'bi-'Hioii, but tlio wholo Union is in a state of 
ro"/(>!ulion. This revolution will produce one 
i«f llu'co things: either complete suhmission of 
ilio wholo people to the despotic clenumdH of 
llu! sliivo interest, or u rudical ehiingo in our 
Fodorul institutions, that is to say, theestablish- 
lui'iit of u strong, consolidated, central govern- 
iiuMit, or such n reform of Southern flO(!ioty as 
will make loyalty to the Union its natural teni- 
jier and disjjosition. [Cheers.] The old Union, 
iis \vu have known it, is h.'oady gone; you can- 
not restore it; geograpiiioally — yes; hut politi- 
cally and morally, never. [Ap2)h(use.] And 
if Jullerson Davis would come to-morrow and 
[five up his sword to President Lincoln, and all 
the rebel armies were captured in one day, and 
forced to do penance in sackcloth and ashes at 
the foot of Capitol llill, the old Union would 
not be restored. [Cheers.] That circle of ideas 
in which the political transactions of the old 
Union moved i:; forever broken. [Sensatmi.] 
It cannot be restored. Tlio mutual confidence 
on which the political transactions of the old 
Union rested has been discovered to be illusory ; 
it is irretrievably gone. [Applause] 

I repeat, either you will submit to the South, 
or you will rule the South by the fcn*ce of a 
strong, central government, or Southern society 
must be so reformed that the Union can safely 
tiust itself to its loyalty. H^bniit to the rebel- 
lious South! Submit after a viiuory ! ["iVb, no^ 
/io."'] You will tell me that this is impossible. 
Is it, indeed? There are those in the South 
who iiave fought and will tight the Union as 
long as the rebellion has a chance of success, 
who will apparently come over to our side as 
?oon as our victory is decided, and who will 
then claim the right to control our policy. 
['• Thai's ii."] And there are those in the IsTortii, 
who, either actuated by party spirit, or misled 
by shortsightedness, stand ready to cooperate 
with the former. [Sensation.] The attempt 
'.vill be made — whether it will succeed — v/ho 
knows? But if it does succeed, it will lead to 
new struggles [" John Brown "J more acrimo- 
nious, dangerous, and destructive in their nature, 
but also more radical and permanent in their 
result. [Cheers, " That's it.''] 

Tlie second possibility I indicated is tbe es- 
tablishment of a strong, consolidated, central 
government. Look at the course you have 
taken since the outbreak of the rebellion. It 
was natural that, when the necessity of vigorous 
action pressed upon us, the Government was 
clothed with extraordinary powers. As its 
'hitios and responsibilities increased, its hands 
had to be strengthened. But it might indeed 
have been expected that the people as well as 
Government would treat with scrupulous re- 
i^poot those fundamental guarantees of our rights 
and liberties, the achievement or the preserva- 
tion of whicli was so often in the history of 
the World bought at the price of bloody rev- 
olutions. Outside of this Republic, and, I have 
no doubt, inside of it also, it was remarked with 
some surprise, that the writ of habeas corpus, 



the liberty of the proas, the authority of the 
civil coiu'ts of justice, were in some cases rather 
cavalierly dealt with. How easily it is forgotten 
that you cannot pcrnjit another's rights to bo 
infringed without paving the way for u viola- 
tion of your own I I do not mean to exaggerate 
the importance of these occurrences. 1 can 
well understand the violence of i)oi)ular resent- 
ment, ns well as the urgent necessities ])ressing 
upon those who stood at the helm. But I most 
earnestly warn you that a condition of things 
producing such necessities must not last too 
long, lest it create bad habits [ajjplausc] — the 
habit of disregarding these fundamental rights 
on one side, and the liabit of permitting them 
to be violated on the other. In my opinicui, the 
manner of treatinj^ its enemies is the true test 
of the tendency ot a government. It may bo 
questionable whether we can afibrd to suppress 
a rebellion in the same way and with the same 
means in and with which thcKing of Naples was 
in the habit of suppressing it; but it is cer- 
tain that we can not alibrd to imitate him in 
his manner of maintaining the reestablished 
authority of the Government. [Cheers.] 

But now look at the task before you. I am 
willing to suppose that the rebel armies will be 
beaten and dispersed with greater ease and fa- 
cility than I at present deem it possible. Then 
the spirit of disloyalty must be extinguished, 
the source of the mischief must be stopped. 
This cannot bo done by strategic movements 
and success in battle. How then is it to bo 
done? Take the Stat of South Carolina: you 
beat the rebels defending its soil, and occupy 
the wdiole State with your troops. Armed re- 
sistance to the authority of the United States 
becomes impossible, but you want to restore 
the active cooperation of the people of South 
Carolina in the Government of the United States, 
without which the restoration of the old order 
of things is impossible. Now, you either call 
upon the peojde of South Carolina to elect new 
State authorities of their own, or you impose 
upon them a Provisional Government, appoint- 
ed by the President at Washington. In the 
first case, the people of South Carolina — a large 
majority of whom are disloyal, and those who 
are not disloyal, are not loyal either, [ap^Zaws^,] 
and to a certain extent, seem to be incorrigible 
— are most likely to elect a new sot of seces- 
sionists to office. It will be a re-organization 
of treason and conspiracy ; for you must know 
that conspiracies do not only precede rebellions, 
but also follow unsuccessful ones. The new 
State Government is at once in conflict Avilh 
the Federal authorities. The latter find them- 
selves counteracted and clogged in every imagi- 
nable way ; and after a series of unsuccessful 
attempts to secure a cordial and trustworthy 
cooperation, after a season of tiresome and fruit- 
less wra.igles, they find themselves obliged to 
resort to sterner measures ; then forcible sup- 
pression of every combination hostile to the 
Union ; close surveillance of press and speech ; 
martial law where the civil tribunals are found 
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insiifncietit ; in ono word, a stojuly nnd energetic 
pri'ssm-o el" lor(!e, by which the Federal Govern- ; 
lueiit t.vcrruk's iiiul coorcos the refractory Stiite 
miihuriiies. You will seo at oiieo, that if this : 
pressure ho not strong enough, it will not lur- 
ni«h tho Govornniont of tho United States tlie 
iiecoss:u-v giiarantcus of peace and security ; and 
if it hcrsirong enougli to do that, it will not, 
luuvc to tiie Sia'c Governtuent that freedom of 
action up(ui which our whole political fabric is 
based. Or you follow the other course 1 iiuh- 
cated— institute provisional go -'Tnivients by 
appointment from the President, la a uumner 
similar to that in which territories are organ- 
ized. Then the General Government enters 
into immediate relation with the people of the 
rebellious district. AVhilc it leaves to the peo- 
ple tlic oleotiou of the Territorial Legislature, 
if I may call it so, it controls the action of that 
Legislature by the veto of the Executive, and 
tijo rulings of the Judiciary in a regular and 
organic way. Thus mischief may be prevented, 
the execution of the laws secured, and the su- 
premacy of tho General Government rnaintamed 
by I lie' Government's own ogcnts, until the 
States can be reorganized with safety to the 
Union. This plan may be preferable to the 
other, inasnnicli as it will prevent the continua- 
tion of rebellious intrigues, and^ facilitate the 
renression a nd punishment of disloyal practices 
without a conflict with lawfully instituted au- 
thorities; but it is evident that such a condition 
of things cannot last long without essentially 
changing the nature of our general system of 
government. In cither case, it will be tho rule 
of force, modified bv circumstances, ready to 
respect individual rights wherever submission 
is cnmplote, and to overrule them wherever ne- 
cessity may require it. 

Do not sav that these things are less danger- 
ous because" they are done with the assent of 
the mnji ritv ; for tlie assent o.f the people to a 
consolidation of power, is the first step toward 
subversion of liberty. [ J;j;)?«?/st'.] But is in- 
deed this Government, in struggling against 
rebellion, in reestablishing its authority, re- 
duced to a policy which would nearly obliterate 
the line separating Democracy from Absolutism ? 
Js it renllv unable to stand this tost of its char- 
acter ? For this is the true test of the experi- 
ment. If our democratic institutions pass this 
crisis unimpaired, they will be stronger than 
ever ; if not, the decline will be rai>id and irre- 
mediable. V>nt can they pass it unimpaired? 
Yes. This Kopublic has her destiny in her 
hands. She may transform her greatest dnngcr 
and distress into the greatest triumph of her 
principles. [Cheering.] There would have 
been no rebellion, had there not boon a despotic 
interest incompatible with the spirit of her dem- 
ocratic institutions, [cheers,] and she has the 
glorious and inestimable privilege of suppress- 
ing this rebellion, by enlarging liberty instead 
of^'restraining it, [great cheering,] by granting 
rights, instead of violating them. [" Good:' 
Api^lausc.] 



1 shall have to speak of Slavery, and 1 wish 
you would clearly understand me. 1 am an 
Anti-Slavery man. [Ched'ing.] All the mural 
impulses of my heart have made nie so, and all 
the working of my brain has conlh-nied mo in 
my faith. [Loud appldim'. ''.Hear, hear:'] 
1 have never hositated to plead the craiso of tliu 
t>utraged dignity of human nature. 1 could nut 
do otherwise; and Avhatever i)oint of argunient 
1 might gain with any one, if J diMiied it, 1 would 
not deny it, 1 shall never deny it, [" d'ood, 
good:' Ajiplame:] And yet, it is not my life- 
long creed, which would make mo urge the lie- 
struction of Slavery now. As an Anti-Slnvory 
man, I would be satisfied with the eihct tho 
course of events is already i)roduciug upon [Sla- 
very. ■\Vhcn formerly 1 argued in favor of its 
restriction, T knew well and clearly, that as soon 
as the supremacy of the slave interest in our 
political life was destroyed, the very life of [Sla- 
very was gone, and the instituti(Ui would grad- 
ually disappear. For many reasons, 1 would 
liave preferred tliis gradujd and ])eaceful process. 
J never was in favor of precipitate measures, 
where a quiet and steady ref(u-m was within 
the limits of practicability. [Ch/rrs.] But tho 
rebellion, which placed Slavery in a direct i)rac- 
tical antagonism with the institutions most dear 
to us, has prodiqiously hastened this devclo])- 
raent. 1 said already, that 1 do not deem anoth- 
er victory of Slavery over the Katioiial con- 
science impossible ; but this reaction will pro- 
duce new struggles, with passions more fierce, 
with resentments more acrimonious and reckless, 
and dangerous to our democratic institutions, 
and violent in their nature ; but as to Slavery, 
radical and conclusive in their results. [Jp- 
plavse.] This rebellion has uprooted the very 
foundations of the system, and Slavery is not 
far from its death. [Cheers.] It will die, ami 
if vou would, you could not prevent it. [Aj)- 
2ildvsc.] And thus, as an Anti-Slavery man, I 
might wait and look on with equanimity. 

But what I do not want to see is, that Slavery, 
in this death struggle, should involve the be>t 
institutions that ever made a nation great niHl 
happy. It shall not entangle the Union in its 
downfall, and, therefore, the Union must deliver 
itself of its pernicious embrace. iCy'rcat ap- 
plause, long continved, and hAzzan:] And now 
listen to wiiat 1 have to say of the tinrd possible 
result of the revolution through which we are 
passing, the only result which will restore tho 
Union, and save the spirit of its democratic 
institutions. The ambition, the aspirations ot 
men, grow from the circumstances in which 
they live. As these circumstances change, tliese 
as[.irations will take a corresponding direction. 
: * A slaveholding population, wedded to the i)ecii- 
. li-ir interests of their peculiar institutions, wul, 
( in their aspirations and political action, be gov- 
erned by the demands of those interests. It 
; those interests are incompatible with loynlty to 
• a certain established form of government, thnt 
' population will be disloyal in its aspirations. 
Their way of thinking, their logic, I'iieir inmgi- 
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nation, tlieir Imbitf, uro so fitroctod and oon- 
trollod by their cii-cumstaiicos, tlmt us loii^; as 
the liitlcr roiimiii tlio SiiiiK', ilio Ibriner uru not 
likely to cliimi^c. Imiijjjiiio thi.'j sliivoUoldiii!^ 
population with a Union lU'niy on llioir soil. 
Tiieir forces may bo dispersed, their power pur- 
uly/,ed, but their former usiiiiratious, altliou;j;li 
(•J)e.eked, are not oradicatetl. They move still 
ill the same circle ol' ideas, and nut only their 
nieiiKiries ol' the payl;, l>ut also their desires fov 
tin; t'lituro, are still centred in that circle which 
Shivery has drawn around them. Is not the 
iiileniion and desire, mother to the act? Yon 
Jiiay tell mo that, however ardently they may 
hw'^ for a dissolution, their experience of the 
present rebellioa will not let tlio idea of at- 
tempting another rebellion, sprinj; rip. Are 
you so sure of this? True, they will not rcpea'^ 
the same thing in the same way. But have 
you never thought of it, that this Republic; may 
be one day involved in difficulties with foreign 
powei'f?, and that, in her greatest need, the dis- 
byalists may discover another opporturity? 
And have you considered what our foieign 
j)olicy will be, when the ])0wer3 of the earth 
know that wo harbor an enemy within our own 
limits ready to join hands with them? [Sensa- 
tion.] IIow can you rely upon the Southern 
pooj;le unless they arc sincerely loyal, and how 
can they be sincerely loyal as long as their cir- 
cumstances are such as to make disloyalty the 
natural condition of their desires and aspira- 
tions? They cannot be foithful unless tlieir 
desires and aspirations change. And how can 
you change them ? By opening before thoin 
now prosj)ect3 and c new future. [Cheering.] 

Look at the other side of the picture, im- 
agine — and I suppose it is not treas;mablo to 
imagino such a tiling — imagine Slavery were 
destroyed in consequence of this rebellion. 
Slavery, once destroyed, can never be restored. 
[Applause.] A reaction in this respect is abso- 
lutely impossible, so evidently impossible tliat 
it will not even be attempted. Slavery is like an 
egg — once broken, it can never be repaired. 
[Cheering.] Even the wildest fanatic will see 
this. However ardent a devotee of Slavery a 
man may be, Slavery once destroyed, he will 
see that it is useless to brood over a past which 
is definitively gone, and cannot be revived, lie 
will find himself forced to direct his eyes tow- 
ard the future. All liis former hopes and aspi- 
rations vanish ; his former desires are left 
without a tangible object. Slavery liaving 
no future, his former aspirations and desires, 
founded upon Slavery, have none. IIo feels the 
necessity of accommodating himself to the new 
order of things, and the necessities of tlie 
present will make him think of the necessities 
of the future. Insensibly his mind drifts into 
plans and projects for coming days, and insensi- 
bly he has based these plans and projects upon 
the new order of things. A new circle of ideas 
has opened itself to biin, and however reluc- 
tantly he may have given np the old one, he is 
already active in this new sphere. And this 



now circle of ideas lioing one which moves in 
the atmosphere of free-labor society, nosv in- 
terests, now hopes, new aspirations spring up, 
whicii closely attach themselves to tho i)olitical 
institutions, with which in this country froo- 
labor society is identilied. That is tho Union, 
based upon general solf-govcrnnient. Gradually 
tho reformed man will nndorstand and appre- 
ciate tho advantage of this new order of things, 
and loyalty will become as natural to him, as 
disloyalty w.as before. 

It may be said, that tlio arch-traitors, tho 
political propagandists of Slavery, can never bo 
made loyal; that their rancor and resentment 
will bo iniidacable, and that only tho second 
generation will bo capable of a comidete ro- 
i'orm. But such men will no longer bo tho 
rulers of Soutiiern society ; for Southern society 
being, with all its habits and interests, no longer 
identified with Slavery, that element of the 
population will rise to ])rominent inllucnce, 
which most easily identifies itself with frco 
labor; I mean the non-slaveholding pooj^lo of 
tho South. [Ghcci's.] They have been held in 
a sort of moral s\ibjection by tho great slave- 
lords. Not for themselves but for them they 
were disloyal. The destruction of Slavery will 
wipe out tho prestige of their former rulers; it 
Avill lift tho yoke from their necks; they will 
50(m undertake to think for themselves, and 
thinking freely tlioy vvill not fail to understand 
their own true interests. They will find in 
fi-eo-labor society thoir natural elements; and 
free-labor society is naturally loyal to tho 
Union. [Applause.] Let the old political lead- 
ers fret as they please; it is the free-labor ma- 
jority that will give to society its ciiaracter and 
tone. [Cheering.] Tiiis is what I meant by so 
reforming Southern society as to make loyalty 
to the Union its natural temper and disposition. 
This done, the necessity of a military occu- 
pation, the rule of force, will ceane; our politi- 
cal lifcj Avill soon return to the beaten track of 
,self-governmonr, and the restored Union may 
safely trust itself to the goctd faith of a reformed 
people. The antagonistic element which con- 
tinually struggled against tho vital principles 
of our system of government once removed, wo 
shall be a truly united people with common 
principles, common interests, common hopes, 
and a common future. True, there will bo 
otiier points of controversy about banks or hard 
money, internal improvements, free-trade or 
protection ; but however fierce partj' contests 
may be, there will be no question involving the 
very foundation of our polity, and no party 
will refuse to submit to the verdict of popular 
suffrage on tho controversies at issue. [Cheers.] 
Tho Union will not oidy be strong again, but 
stronger than ever before. [Great cheering.] 

Anil if you ask mo what, under existing cir- 
cumstances, I would propose to d©, I would 
say : Lot Slavery in the District of Columbia, 
and wherever the Government has immediate 
authority, be abolished. [Loud and long-con- 
tinued ajyplause.] Let tho slaves of rebels be 
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(!oii(i.scul.c(l by tlio Goncral Govcniincnt, nnd 
tIioi» oiMimc'ipatcd, [trci/undam applause,] and 
lot a fair cumponsatioii bo oill'red to loyal slavo 
States and masters, wlio will a{.ri"oo upon some 
system ufemaiicipaiioii. [C'/iecj'iiif/.] Let tiiis, 
or siJtiio oLlier measure to tbe same ellect, be 
carried out in stttuo mamier coinpatiblo witli 
our riiiKlamental laws, 1 do not caro whieli, 
pfovidcd aliraj/s the measure be tliorougligoiu;!; 
cnougli to rondo'' a rcuetion, a reestablislnueiit 
ot'tiie slave ]»owcr impossible, [cheei'liKj ;] I'oras 
long as tills is possible, as long as tbe liopes and 
aspii'atioiis of tbe Soutbcrn ])eople can cling to 
sucb a elianee, you will not bavo sm:cecded in 
cutting tbem loose from tbe old vicioas circle 
of ideas, tlieir loyalty will be subject to tbe 
cbaiigo of (:ircumst;v.»:;C'S, and sucb loyalty is 
wortli notbing. - 

I am at, or ^y a vast array of objec- 

tions. "It . uijconstitutional ! " say 

some soru?)!'!'' a-iots. Is it not a little sur- 
prising, tbito t,. - 'Jonstitution sbould be quoted 
most fre<iuently and persistently in favor of 
tboso wbo tbrcw tbat very ConstitntioLi over- 
board? [C/u'erfi.] Unconstitutional! Let us 
examine tbe consistency of tboso wbo on Ibis 
point arc so sensitive. Have you not, in tbe 
course of tbis rebellion, sus{)ended in many 
cases tbe Avrit of babeas cori)US? Have you 
not suppressed newspapers, and ibus violated 
tlie Iii)erty of tbe press? Have you not de- 
prived citizens of tbeir liberty witbout due pro- 
cess of law ? Have you not bero and tber« 
superseded tbe regular court?, of justice by 
military autbority ? And was all tbis done in 
strict conformity witb tbe sacred safeguards 
wbicb tbe Constitution tbrows around tbe rigbts 
and liberties of tbe citizen? But you tell me 
tbat all tbis was comnumded by urgent neces- 
sity. Indeed ! Is tlio necessity 6f restoring 
tbe true life element of tbe Union Icfs urgent 
tban tbe necessity of imprisoning a traitor or 
stofiping a secession newspaper? [J/.^^Zrt?^*''^] 
Will necessity wbicb justifies a violation of tbe 
dearest guaranties of cur own. rigbts and lib- 
erties, will it not justify tbe overtbrow of tbe 
most odious institution of tbis age? [Cheers.] 
"Wbat? Is tbo Constitution sucb as to counte- 
nance in an extreme case a most dangerous 
imitation of tbo practices of desp:)tic Govern- 
ments, but not to countenance, even in tbe cx- 
tremest case, tbo necessity of a great reform, 
wbicb tbe cnligbtened spirit of our century lias 
demanded so long, and not ceased to demand ? 
[Oheet's.] Is it, indeed, your opinion tbat in 
ditlicult circumstances like ours tioitber tbe 
writ of habeas corpus, nor tbo liberty of tbo 
press, nor tbo autbority of tbo regular courts 
of justice, in one wcn-d, no rigbt sball be bold 
sacred and inviolable under tbe Constitution 
but tlijjt most monstrous and abominable rigbt 
wbicb ])crmits one man to bold another as 
property? [Great cJiccriiu/.] Is to your con- 
stitutional conscience our whole magna cbarta 
of liberties notbing, and Slavery all? [Lotid 
aj>plause.] Slavery all, even while endeavoring 



by tbo most damnable rebellion to subvert tbis 
very Constitution? 

.Hut do not misunderstand mo. I nm far 
from underestimating the importance of con- 
stitutional forms. AVhero couirtitutional forms 
arc not strictly observed, constitutional guar- 
antees will soon become valueless. But, where 
is the danger in this case? Nobody denies tiio 
ccmstitutionality of the i)ower of tlic Covorn- 
ment to abolish Slavery in the District of 
Cohnnbia; nobody will deny tbo constitution- 
ality of an olYer of compensation to loyal slave- 
owners. Or would tiie confiscation of rebel 
property be unconstitutional? Tbo Consti- 
tution dennes clearly wbat treason consists in; 
and then it gives Congress the power to pass 
laws for the puni^-bnient of treason. In tliis 
respect the Ccuistitution gives Congress full 
discretion. If Congress can decree the penalty 
of doiitb, or im])risonment, or banishment, why 
not the confiscation of ju-opcrty? And if Con- 
gress can mabe lands, and houses, and horses, 
and wagons liable to confiscation, why not 
slaves? And when these slaves arc confiscated 
by tbe Government, cannot Congress declare 
them emancipated, or rather will they not be 
emancipated by that very act? Is there any 
thing in tbe Constitution to hinder it? Can 
there be any doubt, can there be a shadow of a 
doubt, as to the autbority of Congress to do 
tbis ? And if Congress can do it, why sbould 
it not? 

Do you prefer the death penalty ? Will you 
present to tbe world tbe spectacle of a great 
nation thirsting for tbe blood of a number of 
miserable individuals ? Do not say tbat you 
want to make an example ; for if you stop the 
source of treason, no warning examj)]e to irigbt- 
en traitors will be needed. [Loud cJieers.] Or do 
you prefer imprisonment? Tbe imprisonment 
of tbe leaders may very well go along with 
confiscation, and as to the imprisonment of tbe 
masses, nobody will think of it. Or do you 
prefer banishment? How would it 

please you to see Europe overrun with "exiles 
from America," blackening your character and 
defiling your Government at every street-cor- 
ner, and incessantly engaged in plotting against 
their country ? And what efiect will these 
modes of punishment have upon the Southern 
psople? Either you are severe in applying 
tbem, and then you will excite violent resent- 
ments, or you are not severe, and then your 
penalties will frighten nobodj', and fail of the 
object of serving as a %varning example. In 
neither case will you make friends. It has fre- 
quently been said that the punishment of crime 
ought not to be a mere revenge taken by socie- 
ty, but that its principal object ought to be tbo 
reformation and improvement of tbe criminal. 
[Cheers.] Tbis is a humane idea, worthy of 
this enlightened century. It ought to be car- 
ried out wherever practicable. But how much 
greater and more commendable would it be if 
a[)plied to a people instead of an individual! 
As for me, it will be to me supremely inditier- 
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cut wlic'tlier any of iha rebels incetH ft punish- 
luc'iit iidoiiUiito to liis crimo, ])rovi(lud the grout 
source of (lislojtilty bo yimislied in itself. 
\ Cheers.] The best revenge for tlio ptist is tluit 
which I'urnislics us the best assu"!inco for tlio 
future. \App(aiin<\] 

And how ciiii wo lose this great opportunity, 
how Ciiii wo throw away this glorious privilege 
we enjoy, of i)uiting down a rebellion by en- 
larging liberty, and of punishing treason by ro- 
forniiiig society ? [ Chcert;.] What hinders you ? 
It is not the Constitution ! Its voice is clear, 
niHni.itakable, and encouraging. This time the 
Constitntiou refuses to serve us a mark to mov- 
l)id timidity or secret tenderness for Slnv'jry. 
Or is there really any thing frightful to yon in 
tlio idea, which wo hear so frequently expressed, 
that every measure touching Slavery would ir- 
ritate tho rebels very much, and make them 
very angry. [Laughter mid cheering.] Irri- 
tate them and make them angry ! 1 should not 
wonder. Every cannon shot you lire at them, 
every gunboat that shells their fortifications, 
every bayonet charge that breaks their lines, 
ruakes them, I have no doubt, (juito angry. 
[C'lmtimicd laughter.] It may be justly sup- 
posed that every forward movement of our 
troops lias upon tliom quite an irritating clfect. 
[Great laughter — '■'■Fort DoneUon.''''] If you 
want to see them smile, you must let them 
alone entirely. But will you, therefore, load 
your muskets with sawdust, stop the advance 
of your battalions, and run your navy ashore ? 
It must be confessed, they have never shown 
such tender regards for our institutions. But 
why will tliis measure make them so angry ? 
Becaijse it will, in the end, make them power- 
less for mischief. And if we can attain so de- 
sirtiblo an end by doing this, will it not be best 
to support their anger w ith equanimity, and do 
it? [Cheering.] I never heard of a man who, 
when assaulted I)y a robber, would refrain from 
disarming him because it might create unpleas- 
ant feelings. [Apiylame.] 

But, in fivct, the irritation it will create will 
bo rather short-lived. It will die out with 
slavery. I have endeavored to set forth that 
the reformation of Southern society resulting 
from these measures is the only thing that will 
make the Smithern people our sincere friends. 
Why not risk & short irritation for a lasting 
friendship? [Cheers.] i?ut while I am little 
inclined to pay much regard to tho feelings of 
the rebels, who would delight in cutting our 
throats, \ deem it our duty to treat with respect 
the opinion of the loyal men of the South, on 
whoso fidelity the whirl of rebellion raging 
round them had no power. I have heard it said 
that any measure touching Slavery in any way 
w-ould drive them over to our common enemy. 
Is this possible? Is their loyalty of so xincer- 
tain a complexion that they will remain true 
to the Union only as long as the Union does 
nothing which they do not fancy ? What, then, 
would distinguish them from tho traitors? — for 
the traitors too would have adhered to the 



Union if they had been permitted to rule it. 
[Cheern.] it is inipotjsible ! Whatever they 
might feel inclined to do if their rights wuro 
attacked in an unconstitutional numner, to con- 
stitutional ujcasures, constitutionally enacted 
and carried out, a true Union man will never 
otl'er resistance. [Applaune.] As wo listen 
with respect to their opinions, so they will listen 
res])ectfully to our advice. If wo si)eak to theui 
as friends, they will not turn away from us a3 
enemies. 1 would say to them: "You, Union 
men of the South, have faithfully clung to tho 
cause of our comnion country, although your 
education, tho circumstance in which > ou lived, 
and tho voice of your neighbors were well cal- 
culated to call you to tho other side. You have 
resisted a temptation which to many proved 
fatal. For thia wo honor you. We labor and 
fight side by side to restore tho Union to its 
ancient greatness, and to tlieir purity the eter- 
nal ])rinciplc3 upon which it can safely and 
permanently rest. What will you have — a 
Union continually tottering upon its foundation, 
or a Union of a truly united people, a Union of 
common principles, conjmon interests, a com- 
mon honor, and a common destiny? Wo do 
not work for ourselves alone, wo arc not re- 
sponsible to ourselves alone, but also to posteri- 
ty. What legacy will you leave to your chil- 
dren — new struggles, new dangers, new revul- 
sions, or a future of peaceful progress? An 
unfinished, trembling edifice, that may somo 
day tumble down over their heads, because its 
foundations were not firmly laid, or a houso 
resting upon the firm rock of a truly free gov- 
ernment, in Avliich untold millions may quietly 
and harmoniously dwell? We do not* mean to 
disregard the obligations we owe you, neither 
constitutional obligati(ms nor those which spring 
from your claims to our gratitude. We do not 
mean tiiat y()U shall suflfer in rights or fortune, 
nor to tear you forcibly from your ways and 
habits of life. But let us reason together. Do 
you think that slavery will live always? Con- 
sider this question calmly, and witliout prej- 
udice or passion. Do you think it will live 
always, in spite of tho thousand agencies which, 
in this Nineteenth Century of ours, arc busy 
working its destruction? It cannot be. Its 
end will come one day, and that day is brought 
nearer by the suicidal war which, in this rebel- 
lion, Slavery is waging against itself. And how 
do you wish that this end should be? A vio- 
lent convulsion or the result of a quiet and 
peaceful reform? will you leave it to chance or 
would you not rather keep this certain develop- 
ment under the moderating control of your 
voluntary action? There is but one way of 
avoiding new struggles and a final revulsion, 
and that is by commencing a vigorous progres- 
sive reform in time. In time, I say — and when 
will the term, have arrived? Either you con- 
trol* this developm'^nt by wise measures sea- 
sonably adopted — oi- it will control you. How 
long will you wait? Y^ou speak of difficulties ; 
I see them"— they are great, very great. But 
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will they not bo twenty times greater twenty 
years lience, unless you speedily commence to 
remove them? You ask me, what shall we do 
with (sur negroes, who are now four millions? 
And I ask you, what will you do with thenj 
when they will be eight millions — or rather, 
what will they do with you? [Cheering.] Is 
it wise to quail before dilficulties to-day, when 
it is sure that they will be twice as great to- 
morrow, and equally sure that some day they 
must — absolutely 7)mst — be solved ? You speak 
of your material interest. To-dyy, I am con- 
vinced, there is hardly a man in tiie free States 
of this Republic who would not cheerfully con- 
sent to compensate you amply for the sacrifices 
you might voluntarily bring. [Applause.] Do 
you think that after the fierce struggles which 
inevitably will come if Slavery remains a power 
in the laud after this war, and which, with the 
certainty of fate, will bring on its destruction, 
an eijually liberal spirit will prevail ? Look at 
this fairly and without prejudice. Does not 
every consideration -f safety "and material inter- 
est counnand you to conmienco this reform 
without delay? Must it not be clear to the 
dullest mind that this task which imperatively 
imposes itself upon you, will be the easier the 
sooner it is taken in hand, and the more difii- 
cult and fearful the loiiger it is put off? 

But, pardon me, Union men of the South, if 
in speaking to you of a thing of sucii tremendous 
moment, 1 have appealed only to the meaner 
instincts of human nature.. How great, how 
sublime a part might you play in this crisis, if 
you appreciated the importance of your position 
— if you would cast off the small ambition which 
governs so many of you! To maintain a point 
in controversy just because you have asserted 
it, to say: We can do this if wo please, and no- 
body shall hinder us, and therefore we will do it; 
or, we have slavery and nobody has a right to 
interfere with it, and therefore we will main- 
tain it, how small an ambition is this! How 
much greater, how infinitely nobler would it be, 
if you would boldly place yourself at the head 
of tiie movement and say to us: We grew up in 
the habits of slaveholding society, and our in- 
terests were long identified with the institution, 
and we think also that you cannot lawfully 
deprive us of it; but since we see that it is the 
great disturbing element in this Republic, we 
voluntarily sacrifice it to the peace of the na- 
tion, wo immolate it as a patriotic offering on 
the altar of the country ! [Loud cheek's.] "Where ! 
are the hearts largo enough for so great and 
exalted an ambition ? Ah, if some man of a 
powerful will and lofty devotion would rise up 
among you ; if an Andrew Jolinson would go 
among his people, and tell them [great ap- 
plause] how noble it is to sacrifice for the good 
of the country [cJiee7's] not only one's blood, but 
also one's prejudices and false pride, he would 
be greater than the generals who fights our 
battles, greater than the statesmen who direct 
our affairs, and coming generations would grate- 
fully remember him as the true pacificator of 



■ his country. [Applause.] lie would stand 
t above these that are first in war, he would be 
I the true hero of peace, he would not be second 
' in the hearts of his countrymen." Thus I would 
1 speak to the Union men of the South. 

But whatever they may do, or not do, our 

> duty remains the same. Y/e cannot wait one 
L for another; the development of things presses 
• ! on, and the dny of the final decision draws 

nearer every hour. Americans, I have spoken 
: to you the plain, cold language of fact and 
reason. I have not endeavored to capture your 
; hearts with passionate appeals, nor your senses 
with tlie melody of sonorous periods. I did not 
1 desire to rush you on to hasty conclusions; for 

> what you resolve upon with coolness and mod- 
eration, you will carry out with firmness and 

• courage. And yet it is difficult for a man of 
I heart to preserve that coolness and moderation 
when looking at the position this proud nation is 
; at present occupying before the world ; when I 
i hear in this great crisis the miserable cant of 

■ party ; when I see small politicians busy to gain 
. a point on their oppcmcnts; when I see great 
I men in fluttering trepidation lest they spoil 

their " record " or lose their little capital of 
t consistency. [Gheei'ing.] 

What! you, the descendants of those men of 
iron who preferred a life or death struggle with 
misery on the bleak and wintry coast of New 
England to submission to priestcraft and king- 
craft ; you, the ofi'spring of those hardy pioneers 
who set their faces against all the dangers and 
difliculties that surround the early settler's life ; 
you, who subdued the forces of wild nature, 
cleared away the primeval forest, covered the 
endless prairie with human habitations; you, 
this race of bold reformers who blended to- 
gether the most incongruous elements of birth 
and creed, who built up a Government which 
you called a model Republic, and undertook to 
show mankind how to be free; you, the mighty 
nation of the West, that presumes to defy the 
world in arms, and to subject a hemisphere to 
its sovereign dictation ; you, who boast of re- 
coiling from no enterprise ever so great, and no 
problem ever so fearful — the spectral monster 
of Slavery stares you in the face, and now your 
blood runs cold, and all your courage fails you? 
For half a century it has disturbed the peace 
of this Republic ; it has arrogated to itself 
your national domain; it has attempted to es- 
tablish its absolute rule and to absorb even your 
! future development ; it has disgraced you in the 
eyes of mankind, and now it endeavors to ruin 
you if it cannot rule you ; it raises its murderous 
iiand against the institutions most dear to you; 
it attempts to draw the power of foreign nations 
upon your heads ; it swallows up the treasures 
you have earned by long years of labor; it 
drinks the blood of your sons and the tears of 
your wives, and now ?-E very day it is whispered 
in your ears, "Whatever Slavery may have done 
to you, whate -jer you may suffer, touch it not I 
How many thousand millions of your wealth it 
may cost, however much blood you may have 
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id in order to disarm its murderous hand, 
.eh it not! How many j'ears of peace and 
prosperity you may liave to sacrifice in order to 
prolong Us existence, touch it not! And if it 
should cost you your lionor — listen to this story: 
On the Lower Potomac, as the papers tell us, 
a negro comes within our lines, and tells the 
valiant defenders of tl.'e Union that his master 
conspires with the rehels, and has a quantity 
of arms concealed in a swamp ; our soldiers go 
and find the arms ; the master reclaims his 
sl;\vc; the slave is given up; the master ties 
him to his horse, drags him along eleven miles 
to his house, lashes Iiim to a tree, and, with 
the assistance of his overseer, whips him three 
lioiu's, three mortal hours; then the negro dies. 
That black man served the Union, Slavery at- 
tempts to destroy the Union, the Union sur- 
renders the black man to Slavery, and ho is 
whipped to death — touch it not. ["7/mr, Amr." 
Frofound sensation.] Let an imperishable blush 
of shame cover every cheek in this boasted land 
of freedom — but be careful not to touch it I Ah, 
whut a dark divinity is this, that we must sacri- 
fice to it our peace, our prosperity, our blood, 
our future, our honor! What an insatiable 
vauipyre is this that drinks out the very mar- 
row of our manliness! [" *S/mme."] Pardon 
me ; this sounds like a dark dream, like the ofi> 
fpring of a hypochondriac imagination, and 
vet — have I been unjust in what I have said? 

k it asking too much of you that you shall 
secure against future dangers all that is most 
dear to you, by vigorous measures? Or is it 
not true that such measures would not be op- 
Dosed had they not the smell of principle about 
them? Thafs it:' A2}2>lause.] Or do the 
measures i)roposed really ofi:end your constitu- 
tional conscience ? The most scrupulous inter- 
preter of our fundamental laws will not succeed 
in discovering an objection. Or are they im- 
politic? What policy can be better than that 
which secures i)eace and liberty to the people ? 
Or are they inhuman? I have heard it said 
tliat a measure touching Slavery might disturb 
the tranquillity and endanger the fortunes of 
many innocent people in the South. This is a 
possibility which I sincerely deplore. But 
many of us will remember, how often they 
were told it in former years, that true philan- 
thropy begins at home. Disturb the tranquilli- 
ty and endanger the fortunes of innocent peo- 
ple in the South ! — and there your tenderness 
stops? Are the six hundred thousand loyal 
men of the North, who have ofi:*ered their lives 
and all they have and they are for the Union, 
less innocent? Are those who have soaked the 
soil of Virginia, and Missouri, and Kentucky, 
and Tennessee with their blood — are they guil- 
ty? Are the tears of Northern widows and 
children for their dead husbands and fathers 



less warm and precious than the tears of a plan- 
ter's lady about the threatened loss of her hu- 
man chattels? [Sensation.] If you have such 
tender feelings about the dangers and troubles 
of others, how great must be the estimation you 
place upon tli.e losses and sufl;eriiigs of our peo- 
ple! Streams of blood, and a strenm of tears 
for every drop of blood; the happiness of so 
many thousand families forever blasted, the 
prosperity of the country ruined for so many 
years — how great must be the compensation 
for all this ! Shall all this be squandered for 
nothing? for a mere temporary cessation of 
hostilities, a prospect of new troubles, a mere 
fiction of peace ? 

People of America! I implore you, for once, 
be true to yonrselT(5s, [great applavse,] and do 
justice to the unmistakable instinct of your 
minds and the noble impulses of your hearts. 
Let it not be said that the great American Re- 
public is afraid of the nineteenth century, [Loud 
cJieei's.'] And you, legislators of the country, 
and those who stand at the helm of Govern- 
ment, you, I intreat, do not trifle with the 
blood of the people. This is no time for polite- 
ly consulting our enemies' tastes, or for sparing 
our enemies' feelings. Ee sure, Avhatcver pro- 
gressive measures you may resolveupon, however 
progressive it may be, the people are ready to sus- 
tain you with heart and hand. [Lovd aiul lorig- 
continued cheering and waving of Tiuts.] The 
people do not ask for anything that might seem 
extravagant. They do not care for cnqjiy glory ; 
they do not want revenge, but they do want a 
fruitful victory and a lasting peace. [Great ap- 
plause.] When pondering over the tendency of 
this great crisis, two jjictures of our future rise 
up before my mental vision. Here is one: The 
Kepublic, distracted by a scries of revulsions and 
reactions, all tending toward the usurpation of 
power, and the gradual destruction of that 
beautiful system of self-government to which 
this country owes its progress and prosperity ; 
the natron sitting on the ruins of her glory, 
looking back to our days with a sorrowful 
eye, and saying, "Then Ave ought to Lave acted 
like men, and all would be well now." Too 
late, too late! And here is the other: A Gov- 
ernment, freed from the shackles of a despotic 
and usurping interest, resting safely upon the 
loyalty of a united people; a nation engaged in 
the peaceable discussion of its moral and ma- 
terial problems, and quietly working out its 
progressive development; its power growing in 
the same measure with its moral consistency ; 
the esteem of mankind centering upon a puri- 
fied people; a union firmly rooted in the sin- 
cere and imdivided afiections of all its citizens ; 
a regenerated Republic, the natural guide and 
beacon light of all legitimate aspirations of hu- 
manity. These are the two pictures of our 
future. Choose i [Xmmeme applause,] Y*^/ 



